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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO,, Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





IS THERE A CRUCIFIX IN YOUR ROOM? 


The Prestwood Crucifix which we recommend comes in two sizes. It is 
made of wood and resembles hand carving. The small size is 314 inches and 
sells for 30 cts. postpaid. The larger one is 64% inches and sells for 60 cts. 
postpaid. Hundreds of thousands of these were sold during the Century of 
Progress in Chicago. People who bought them paid twice as much as we 
are asking. These crucifixes can be hung on any wall. 


During July we are making a special price of 60¢ postpaid on 
The Small Roman Missal. Do not delay any longer to take advantage 
of this offer. You have always wanted a Missal. Now is the, time to 
get the most for your money. This Missal is bound in flexible keratol; 
it has 526 pages including 100 pages of popular devotions. If you 
saw this book in a store you would be willing to pay at least $1 for it. 


Did you ever think of starting a Catholic Rental Library? 

We are in a position to help you. Hundreds of people 
in your town would be glad to read the best (Catholic) books 
if they could afford to buy them. Go to these people and ask 
them if they would become members of your Library if you 
were willing to start one. Tell them that the membership fee 
is $1. After that they pay only 2 cents a day for reading the books you 
buy with this membership money. You can start in your own home. We 
can save you money in buying books wholesale and can give you many 
other helps without cost. Tell your friends about this work. 


Catholic Library Service (Catechetical Guild) 
120 E. 5th St., St. Paul, Minn. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price, per year, $1.00. Foreign countries, $1.25. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, Authorized July 17, 1918, 
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54 You Would Like to Possess x 


Given for NEW Subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





For ONE New Subscription 


Devotion to the Precious Blood, and two inspiring booklets. The 

Good St. Ann first treats of the grace-be- 

stowing devotion of venerat- 

ing the Precious Blood. The second sets forth the dignity of good 

St. Ann, miraculous favors obtained through her intercession, and 
many prayers. OR: — 


Three Aluminum Jubilee Medals of St. Benedict —truly mar- 
velous favors have been obtained through the devout use of this highly 
blessed medal. A leaflet explaining the use and great efficacy of the 
medal will be sent. The feast of the solemnity of St. Benedict occurs 
on July llth. OR: — 

Manual of Prayers—a very useful and handy vest pocket size 
prayer-book containing those devotions most needful in fulfilling one’s 
duty as a Christian. 


















For TWO New Subscriptions For FOUR 
Beautiful Statue of St. Ann — New Subscriptions 
with the child, Mary, of com- Free subscription to “Taber- 


position, 6 inches in size. De- 
vout clients of good St. Ann ; 
will welcome this opportunity of year, or one year's renewal. 
securing a very appealing statue An excellent means of pro- 
without cost. Good mothers moting the cause of Catholic 
would be pleased to give a action, and of bringing worth 
place of honor in their homes 
to this charming representation 
of the model of all Christian 
mothers. 


nacle and Purgatory” for one 


while reading matter into the 
homes of relatives or friends. 















For FIVE New Subscriptions 


Statue of the Infant of Prague — 7% in. in size, of composition 
with gilded trimmings. A very appealing statue of this all-powerful 
little King, who is making His goodness and mercy felt in all parts of 
the world. Those who have a special devotion to the miraculous Infant 
of Prague would be very happy to possess one of these statues. For 
ten new subscriptions we will send a 12 inch statue of the little King. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Praises of the Precious Blood 


Sane ieee eee al 


Glory be to Jesus, 
Who in bitter pains 
Poured for me the life-Blood 
From His sacred veins. 


Grace and life eternal 
In that Blood I find. 
Blessed be His compassion, 
Infinitely kind! 


Blessed through endless ages 
Be the Precious Stream 
Which from endless torment 
Doth the world redeem. 


There the fainting spirit 
Drinks of life her fill; 
There, as in a fountain, 
Laves herself at will. 


Oh, the Blood of Jesus 
Soothes the Father's ire, 

Opens heaven's portals, 
Quells eternal fire. 


Abel's blood for vengeance 
Pleaded to the skies; 

But the Blood of Jesus 
For our pardon cries. 


Oft as It is sprinkled 
On our guilty hearts, 

Satan in confusion 
Terror-struck, departs. 


When the earth, exulting, 
Watts Its praise on high, 

Hell with terror trembles, 
Heaven is filled with joy. 


Lift ye, then, your voices, 
Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 
Praise the Precious Blood. 


(Indulgence of 100 days once a day.) 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation of 
the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 


Vol. 32 July, 1936 No. 3 











The Redeeming Blood of Jesus Christ 





| HE Precious Blood of Jesus Christ is the price of our 
Redemption, because It reconciled us with God and 
opened for us the gates of heaven which had been closed 
by Adam’s sin. It was love, the unconquerable love of 
our Savior’s Heart, which urged Him to shed not only 
one drop, but magnanimously to offer even the last drop 
of His Adorable Blood for our salvation. Oh, what acts 
of gratitude we owe Him for having thus offered His life-Blood to save 
us from eternal misery and to purchase for us everlasting bliss! 

It may be truly said that devotion to the Precious Blood is no less 
ancient than the world itself; for the Precious Blood has been the 
foundation and corner-stone of religion since the beginning of time. 
Simultaneous with the fall of our first parents was the command of 
God for the immolation of victims, whose blood was to typify that 
Blood, infinitely precious, one day to be poured forth for the redemp- 
tion of the human race. 

In the Old Law, as in the New, blood was the most excellent 
homage offered to the Divinity. When man wished to make acknowl- 
edgment of the supreme dominion of God over His creatures, a strangled 
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victim was offered on the altar of holocaust. When there was question 
of giving thanks for some blessing received, blood was made to flow 
and was offered in thanksgiving. When the people wished to make 
expiation for their iniquities, blood, typical of the redeeming Blood of 
Jesus Christ, went forth to seek Divine mercy. When there were favors 
to be implored, the blood of sacrificial victims was offered to God. 
In a word, blood was offered for every need, and that by the express 
command of God. 

Thus was the devotion to the Precious Blood foreshadowed during 
those four thousand years of expectation, during which the salvation 
of the just was due but to their faith in the merits of the promised 
Redeemer, and their belief in the efficacy of ‘His redeeming Blood. 


The Blood of tis New Low 


In the fulness of time, the Divine Victim descended from heaven 
to earth. For thirty-three years the redeeming Blood coursed through 
His veins. The Sacred Heart was Its chalice - a living, burning chalice, 
which yearned to pour forth its Treasure upon souls. Side by side 
with His ardent desire to shed His Blood, to apply It to our souls and 
to establish It as the object of our worship, our Lord revealed to us 
also the sufferings through which It must be wrested from His veins: 
“I have a baptism wherewith I am to be baptized; and how am I 
straitened until it be accomplished!” (Luke xii. 50.) This baptism 
was that of His Blood. And when the hour of this bloody baptism 
drew near — so near that but a few hours separated Him from that 
awful day of atonement — Jesus changed bread and wine into His 
Body and Blood, and invested His apostles and their successors with 
the marvelous power of continuing this miracle down through the 
ages. 

How ineffable the loving desire of Jesus that His redeeming Blood 
be ever present with us! He creates to Himself a new manner of being, 
that His Blood may continue Its life-giving existence for ever and ever; 
that through the future ages the Blood of the Peace-offering may dwell 
with us and in us, and be shed anew each day on countless altars for 
the salvation and sanctification of the world! 

After bequeathing to the world this precious testament of His 
undying love, the Savior went forth with His disciples toward the spot 
destined to be watered by the first shedding of His Blood in His bitter 
Passion, chanting the while a hymn of thanksgiving to His Heavenly 
Father. There, beneath the olive trees, sorrowful unto death, the Divine 
Victim agonized in view alike of the reign of sin in the world and 
of the chastisements which Divine Justice had in store for the guilty 
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children of Adam. And the vehemence of His Divine Blood, burning 
to accomplish Its work of reparation, could no longer be stayed. 
From every pore of His sacred Body It issued, in rich, red drops, the 
love of the Sacred Heart for man serving as executioner. 

At length the day of blood dawned. Hour after hour, the Precious 
Blood continued Its flow, until it seemed as if the veins of the Adorable 
Victim must have been drained. And yet upon the Cross the lance 
of Longinus sought out, in the Sacred Heart, the last drops which a 
thousand gaping wounds had not released, whose ardor even death 
could not chill. The work of Redemption was consummated. The 
excess of Divine love had drained the living chalice of that priceless 
Fluid, one drop of which would have sufficed to redeem the world! 

Standing at the foot of the Cross, whilst dark shadows multiplied 
upon the earth, graves opened to give up their dead, and the veil of the 
temple was rent in twain, Mary, the Mother of Jesus, became the first 
adorer, the first high priest of the Precious Blood. With eyes raised 
heavenward, she lifted up, as it were, the first chalice of the redeeming 
Blood of her Crucified Son, while her pierced heart offered to Divine 
Justice an oblation of perfect atonement for the sins of all Adam’s 
children, from the beginning to the end of time. 

Our Precious Offering 

Daily this same Precious Blood is ours to offer to the Heavenly 
Father, as a most powerful means of appeasing His Divine justice, of 
converting sinners, of relieving the suffering souls, of expiating our 
own evil doings, and of imploring the spiritual and temporal blessings 
which we need. That which took place on Calvary is daily enacted in 
a mystical manner in Holy Mass. As we assist at the Adorable Sacri- 
fice, let us in spirit take the chalice into our hands and present it to 
God with the same fervor with which we should have offered the Precious 
Blood had we stood with Mary and her holy companions on Calvary’s 
heights. No sin is so heinous that it cannot be forgiven; no stain 
is so dark that it cannot be purged away; no debt is so heavy that 
it cannot be remitted, through the power of this Precious Blood. 

During this month dedicated to the veneration of the Precious 
Blood, we can do nothing more pleasing to God, more beneficial to 
the Church or more salutary for our own souls than frequently to 
offer the redeeming Blood of our Savior to His Heavenly Father. 
Especially ought we to do so to disarm Divine Justice in the face of 
the numberless crimes daily crying to heaven for vengeance, and to 
stem the tide of the godless spirit which is fast infecting the entire 
world. 
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The Voice of the Precious Blood 





N JULY 1st, Holy Church celebrates the Feast of the 
Most Precious Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. In the 
liturgy of the feast, we are reminded of the Blood which 
Jesus shed for us at the circumcision, in the Garden 
of Olives, at the scourging,.at the crowning with thorns 
and on the Cross; and especially in the Mass we are 
vividly impressed with the fact that we were redeemed 

by His Blood “out of every tribe and tongue, and people and nation” 

(Apoc. v. 9). 

This redemption through the Blood of Christ is continued daily 
in the celebration of the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. From our altar- 
Calvaries, the voice of the Precious Blood rises unceasingly to the 
throne of God, pleading for us and for our salvation. How powerful, 
how salutary for sinners, is this pleading voice of the Blood of Jesus! 
All the sins we commit cry to God for vengeance, and challenge His 
just wrath against the world. And who is able to allay the anger of 
God, to turn aside His awful vengeance? There is no one on earth 
who can do so; it is only the pleading voice of the Blood of Jesus 
Christ which possesses this power. For although the cry sent up by 
our innumerable sins is so strident that it is heard in the very height 
of heaven, the voice of the Blood of Christ, the Victim slain upon the 
altar, is still more penetrating. It is almighty and infinite; it not 
merely pierces the clouds, but reaches the very Heart of God the 
Father. The Precious Blood speaks in accents so pleading that God 
is more touched by It than He is displeased by the clamor of our 
sins. Its voice is so powerful that it impels an angry God to show 
mercy; so irresistible that its plea for clemency toward sinners cannot 
be denied. 

The Precious Blood, mystically shed upon our altars, is offered 
to God “from the rising unto the setting of the sun,” as the prophet 
Malachy foretold. With an all-powerful voice It pleads with the 
Divine Judge: “Behold and consider, O just God, how I, the 
Precious Blood of Thy only-begotten Son, have been shed, copiously 
and willingly, amid circumstances of pain and ignominy. Behold and 
consider the violence, scorn and cruelty shown Me; how I have been 
despised, trodden under foot. All this I endured with the utmost 
patience, that through Me sinners might be sanctified and saved. And 
wilt Thou, O strict Judge, condemn them on account of their sins, and 
cast them into the abyss of hell? Who, then, will compensate Me for 
the indignities I have suffered? The sinners whom Thou wouldst con- 
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demn, if they were saved, would bless and give thanks to Me for all 
eternity. Hear My cry, therefore, O merciful God, and for My sake 
grant to sinners the grace of conversion and amendment, and to the just 
the grace of final perseverance.” When the Precious Blood of Christ 
intercedes for us in this manner, God cannot resist Its entreaties. 
Cain slew his brother Abel and thought he could hide his wicked 
deed because no one had witnessed the murder. But God appeared to 
him and manifested His Divine wrath, saying: “The voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth to Me from the earth. Cursed shalt thou be on 
the earth, which hath opened her mouth and received the blood of 
thy brother at thy hand” (Gen. iv. 10, 11). If, then, the blood of the 
innocent Abel cried to heaven with so powerful a voice, how efficacious 
must be the voice of the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, daily shed 
upon our altars and offered as a sacrifice of atonement to God! 


The Same Blood Shed in the Passion Pleads for Us on the Altar 


In the circumcision, the bloody sweat, the scourging, the crowning 
with thorns, the carrying of the Cross and the crucifixion, the Blood 
of our Divine Savior cried to heaven for the reconciliation of mankind 
with God. And It did not cry in vain, for as St. Paul says: “God 
was indeed in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself” (2 Cor. v. 19). 
The Blood contained in the chalice during Holy Mass is none other 
than the Blood which flowed to the ground on the Mount of Olives, 
wrung from every pore of the Savior’s Body during His death-agony. 
It is the same Blood as that which flowed from the Savior’s mangled 
Body during the cruel scourging in the court of Pilate. It is the same 
Blood as that which was drawn from the sacred head of the Savior 
when the crown of thorns pierced His aching brow. It is the same 
Blood as that which was shed from the transfixed hands and the riven 
side of the Crucified Savior. 

This Divine Blood cries to God in every Holy Mass, not with one 
voice only, but with as many voices as the Divine Victim shed drops 
from His sacred Body. It calls with a powerful, far-reaching voice; 
It cries with all the force of the Divinity and humanity of the God-man; 
and this not in one Mass alone, but in every one of the thousands that 
are daily celebrated. With this voice, the pleading of the Heart of 
Jesus is united, Its every pulsation an entreaty, Its every throb a 
prayer... Can we suppose it possible that a cry so manifold should 
fail to touch the Heart of the Eternal Father? 

Let us, therefore, endeavor to assist often at the holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, that the voice of the Precious Blood may plead the more 
effectively in our behalf. 
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An Hour for Jesus’ Love 





ADDENED by the thought of the immense sorrow which 
/ weighs upon the Heart of Jesus during the hours of 
the night, when Satan and his emissaries scour the world 
to kindle the flame of crime, loving hearts have medi- 
tated how this sorrow might be off-set by atonement 
and adoration. Thus was conceived in the heart of 
Father Matheo, the “Apostle of the Enthronement,” the 
plan of having families keep night adoration in their 
homes. Fired with zeal for the honor of the Sacred Heart and for the 
salvation of souls, though not without some misgivings as to the re- 
sponse he would receive, he issued a call for faithful souls who would 
be willing to sacrifice an hour of sleep each month in order to keep 
a Holy Hour of reparation in their own home. Exceeding all his 
expectations was the response to this appeal. It was as if the Heart 
of Jesus had already prepared the way, and it needed but the flame 
of his burning words to set hearts on fire with zeal for this devotion. 
The answers received breathed a true spirit of reparation and 
love —a spirit which finds its expression above all in a willingness 
to bring sacrifices. With touching generosity, some persons even 
pledged themselves to spend an entire night each month in offering 
reparation. 

Dear friends of the Sacred Heart, is it taxing your generosity 
toward our loving Lord too highly to ask you to spend one hour of 
adoration a month during the night, when this may be done without 
leaving your home, and when thousands of persons spend the greater 
part of the night in pleasure and amusements, to the detriment of both 
body and soul? Night after night, floods of human beings stream 
into theatres, cinemas and dancing halls, where sin and vice are too 
often glorified. It is estimated that each night ten million persons 
gaze upon the movie screen. Alas, among them how many Catholics 
there are, who gaze upon immoral scenes and give their applause to 
irreligious shows which “refined” society regards as a necessary relax- 
ation. What an insult to Jesus, who meanwhile groans under the 
world’s scourges, and, “sorrowful unto death,” remains alone in His 
tabernacle Gethsemanes! 

While so much sinfulness goes on in the world, may not our 
offended Lord expect a loving reparation that is somewhat beyond 
the ordinary? Shall the apostles and friends of the Master sleep while 
Judas and his accomplices watch to betray Him? 

How willingly we stay up late at night on occasions of family 
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gatherings and rejoicings, or when charity calls upon us to nurse a 
sick friend or relative. If we thus willingly give up a portion of our 
sleep for the sake of a friend, if we gladly endure fatigue for a sick 
parent, shall we not do as much for Jesus, the best of friends and 
tenderest of fathers, wounded and forsaken? 


Love, Penance and Reparation 


“What greater happiness can there be here below than to find out 
what our Divine King desires and then give it to Him?” exclaims a 
loving soul. And what is it that our Divine King desires? Again 
and again He has made known to holy persons that it is LOVE — LOVE 
and REPARATION. In His urgent appeals to Benigna Consolata for a 
return of love from His creatures, He even styles Himself a “Rag- 
picker of love.” What joy it would bring to His Sacred Heart, and 
what blessings to our homes, to our country, to the worldwide Church, 
if families or members of individual families banded themselves to- 
gether and each kept an hour of loving reparation during the night 
preceding the First Friday of every month. 

If we long to see Christ victorious, reigning in family life as well 
as over societies and nations, each one of us must do all in his power 
to hasten the extension of His reign. The world at present is plunged 
in darkness and hopelessly entangled in a confusion of thought. God 
alone can solve these problems and restore peace, but He will do so 
only after friends and apostles of His Heart have offered works of 
penance and reparation for themselves and the guilty world. And 
must we not all humbly acknowledge, before the altar, that directly 
or indirectly, perhaps not always by deliberate acts, but often by sins 
of omission and grave default in our duty, we have brought down 
upon ourselves the punishments which God in His justice is now 
allowing to fall upon the earth? If we are to win mercy and salvation 
for ourselves and for the world, we must, by our acts of faith, hu- 
mility and penance, implore God to ward off the many perils we are 
now facing. 

May the Divine Pilgrim, as He traverses the world seeking for 
hospitality, find many “Bethanias” open to receive Him; and may He, 
in place of the touching complaint addressed to His sleeping disciples, 
now be able to exclaim: “Rejoice with Me, ye angels, for I was sorrow- 
fully seeking for a soul to sympathize with Me, and lo, I have found 
a great army, whole families, who, after the fatigues of the day, pass 
the entire night in watching with Me!” 
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The Poor Souls’ ‘‘Bethsaida’’ 





N HOLY Scripture numerous references are made to the 
miraculous pool in Jerusalem known as the Pool of 
Bethsaida, where great numbers of the sick, blind, lame 
and infirm were restored to health. At certain times, 
an angel of the Lord descended and stirred the water, 
and the first one to bathe in the pool thereafter was freed 
from his infirmity. In the five immense halls of the 
portico at the water’s edge, the sick eagerly awaited that 

moment when the angelic visitor should descend into the water, im- 

parting healing properties to it, that at least’‘one of their number might 

be restored to health and vigor. 

Louis the Carthusian and St. Anthony of Padua draw a striking 
comparison between the afflicted ones at the pool of Bethsaida and the 
suffering souls in purgatory. The great numbers of sick and infirm 
are likened to the many sufferers in purgatory for whom the saving 
streams of the Precious Blood are as the healing waters of Bethsaida’s 
pool. The five Wounds of our Savior are as the five gateways through 
which access was gained to the pool. The angel who at stated times 
moved the waters is compared by the holy doctors to none other than 
Christ Jesus Himself, who at every hour mystically sheds His Blood 
upon our altars for the healing of infirm souls and for the relief of 
the suffering souls in purgatory. Eagerly did the sick await the “mov- 
ing of the waters” at the angel’s descent; with still greater longing do 
the poor souls yearn for the offering of the Precious Blood of Christ 
in their behalf. For even as those who were afflicted could not without 
assistance descend into the healing waters of the pool, so the poor 
souls cannot, of themselves, acquire the satisfactory value of the 
Precious Blood of the Savior. It becomes available to them through 
our mediation; It must be offered by the living for their relief. 

St. Thomas Aquinas tells us that “as the dew refreshes and raises 
up the withering plants and flowers, so does the Blood of Christ revive 
and comfort and bring renewed hope to the poor souls in purgatory.” 
But alas! how many poor souls there are in purgatory, who, like the 
sick man who for thirty-eight years had waited at Bethsaida’s pool for 
someone to assist him to descend into the healing waters, might well 
raise this complaint: “I have no one to help me. It is the Precious 
Blood of Jesus for which I long, for which I plead, but there is no 
one who applies It to me.” In this connection, St. Augustine writes: 
“Lying in torment, the poor souls daily beg for help, but there are few 
who heed the call. Oh, what cruelty and ingratitude on our part! 
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We called upon them when they were still with us and they were ever 
ready to help. Now they call out to us, and we have little care of 
assisting them.” 

And yet, it has been made so easy for us to help the poor souls! 
Because of the all-merciful and the all-sacrificing love of Jesus Christ, 
we have at our disposal the most 
efficacious means of bringing relief 
or release to them — the Precious 
Blood of Jesus. This Blood, once 
offered on the Cross, is now con- 
stantly offered on our altars for the 
forgiveness of sins, for the relief of 
the suffering souls in purgatory. It 
is the treasure which we can pour 
forth copiously, the healing water 
which we can cause to flow for the 
consolation of the poor souls. 

Let us hasten, then, to offer the 
Precious Blood to the Eternal 
Father for the relief of those who 
suffer in purgatory’s flames. Let 
us often beg God to have mercy up- 
on the poor souls for the sake of 
His Son. He will not refuse our 
petition if we thus appeal to His 
merciful love: “O Father of com- 
passion and God of all consolation, 
show mercy to those who are now 
in purgatory, that place of sadness 

ho cxm, heeehss: centiliia elaii ta. tate and desolation. Behold, O merciful 
poor souls by offering the Precious Father, the souls who are suffering 
Bisse ter hem. there. They were created by Thee 

to Thy likeness. It is to wipe out the debt they have incurred by their 
sins that Thy beloved Son presents to Thee the Precious Blood, infinite 
in value, which flowed from His sacred Wounds. Vouchsafe to accept It 
propitiously, and of Thy great clemency take pity on the suffering souls.” 

The practice of offering ejaculatory prayers for the poor souls is 
greatly to be commended, particularly such as are enriched with an 
indulgence. The following prayer will obtain relief for them and 
hasten their deliverance from the purging flames: We beseech Thee, 
therefore, assist the souls still suffering in purgatory, whom Thou hast 
redeemed with Thy Precious Blood. (300 days, every time.) 
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As She Neared the Eternal Shore* 


Continued 





Words uttered by St. Teresa of the Child Jesus during the last five months 
of her saintly life, faithfully recorded by her sister, Mother Agnes of Jesus. 
Many of these sayings are not recorded in the autobiography of the “Little 
Flower,” nor elsewhere. 

May 28, 1897 
TOLD her that a certain elderly Sister in the community 
thought that a long life spent in the service of God in 
religion was always more meritorious and more profit- 
able to the soul than a life completed in a short span. 
“Oh, I am of a different opinion,” Sister Teresa replied. 
“Did not the letter addressed to the mother of St. 
Aloysius Gonzaga, which we heard at table reading, 
strike you? It says that he could not have gained more 
experience or become holier even if he had reached the age of Noe.” 

A long life in the religious state is a special grace from God. When one 
remembers the great reward promised by our Savior for a single act of virtue, 
one is overawed by the plenitude of graces and the accumulation of heavenly 
merits which must be treasured up in a faithful religious soul during a long 
life of fidelity to her holy vows and cloistral duties. But there are souls who 
fulfill a long span in a short time, such as St. Aloysius. The secret of this 
lies in the overwhelming power of love. This truth was grasped by St. Teresa 
of the Child Jesus. For her sanctification she depended, not on a long life 
and multiplied acts of virtue, but on the sanctifying power of love. She de- 
pended on Divine Love to render untold value to her smallest acts of virtue, 
even to her indifferent acts, such as eating, sleeping, etc., performed through 
Jesus, with Jesus and in Jesus. She depended on the consuming power of love 
to burn away all her imperfections by the ardor of its flames; she depended on 
the vivifying power of love to transform her soul into God. Teresa understood 
that a soul animated by love gives more glory to God by a single day spent 
in the sentiments of love, than other souls by a year of ordinary life. Verily, 
love is both the most wonderful thing in the world, and the most wonderful 
power in the world. The soul quickened by love runs onward to perfection 
with surprising swiftness, and makes the most heroic sacrifices; for to love, 
nothing is impossible. Thus, in an ardent soul, all the obstacles to perfect 
union with God are cleared away; the generosity of her love has rendered a 
thousandfold merit to even her ordinary actions, and, transformed into love, 
she is ready for the eternal union, though young in years. 








Do you remember that last year, about the month of November, 
when my departure for Tonkin was planned, 4 novena to Theophane 
Venard was begun, to receive a sign of the Divine will in the matter? 





*This translation has been made expressly for “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory.” Comments in small type are by Rev. B. 
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At that time I was following all the exercises of the community, and 
even assisted at Matins. And just during the novena, I began to cough 
anew. Since then I have continually grown weaker... 

God accepts the desires of his friends in proportion to their intensity. A 
soul of ardent desires may be more pleasing in the sight of God and acquire 
more merit, than one who can accomplish a great deal. Jesus accepts the 
desires of His friends as if they were realized. Our Lord once revealed to 
St. Gertrude, who, like the Little Flower, was a saint of desires, that even if 
a person should be unable to succeed in a good work, He would reward him 
as if it had been accomplished. 

God may even derive more glory from a desire, the realization of which 
we sacrifice for Him, than from the satisfaction we should have felt in seeing 
that desire fulfilled. St. Teresa of Lisieux had the desire to leave her native 
land, her home, her sisters in religion, and go to the proposed new foundation 
of Tonkin. Though her health was apparently improving before that time, 
after this offering, her ailment took on fatal symptoms... God was satisfied 
with the desire, and in heaven she doubtless enjoys all the merits of a missionary 
because of her vehement desires. God often implants generous desires for His 
glory in the hearts of His creatures, not with the intention of fulfilling them 
on earth, but in order that in His paternal mercy He may one day reward 
them throughout eternity. Teresa's desires were not only meritorious, but 
sanctifying as well. She longed to be consumed with so burning a love that 
her very heart would melt and be lost entirely in that of her Beloved. Her 
desires became the fire which melted her soul, and the Divine Master absorbed 
it entirely into His own. 





It is he (Theophane) who is calling me. Oh, how I should like 
to have his portrait! That is a soul I love... There are youthful 
saints who are represented as having been serious even during 
recreation; but he was always merry and cheerful. 

The joyousness of St. Teresa of the Child Jesus was a fulfillment of the 
promise: “Delight in the Lord, and He will give thee the requests of thy 
heart” (Ps. xxxvi. 4). From childhood, Teresa had delighted in the Lord, had 
refused Him nothing, and as a result, her heart, emptied of creatures and turned 
to God, was so filled by Him — by Him who is so beautiful, so loving and so 
lovable, that she forgot all about the exile of life in order to delight in Him. 
A life of joy is the most delightful fruit of abandonment to God. Spiritual 
gladness is the reward of generosity in sacrifice, for there is a certain interior 
joy which God gives only to those who are magnanimous in His service. Joy 
is the condition as well as the consequence of friendship with Jesus. Joy is the 
direct result of love. Teresa loved Jesus with a sacrificial love. Joy was the 
natural effect of this true devotedness. She had given herself entirely to God; 
He had united her intimately to Himself, and she possessed Him who is the 
essential source of joy. 

JOY is a special characteristic of Carmelite spirituality, as the Little 
Flower had learned from her holy mother, St. Teresa of Avila. This saint, 
it is said, possessed a charming gaiety which made her admired and loved by 
everyone who came near her. Whenever possible, she exhorted others to 
practice a sweet, uniform happiness, and urged them to go forward with peace 
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and joy in the path of prayer. ‘We should strive,” she said, “to be cheerful 
and unconstrained; for there are people who think it is all over with devotion 
if they relax themselves ever so little.” In the monastery of St. Joseph at 
Avila may still be seen a little flute and drum upon which St. Teresa of Avila 
used to play like a child on holidays. In her cheerfulness and interior joy, 


“Little Teresa” was a worthy counterpart of her spiritual mother. 
To be continued 





Saint Anne 
(Feast July 26th) 





HE most truly and singularly blessed of women after 
Mary, the Mother of God, is St. Anne, the mother of 
Mary. She enjoys great glory in heaven, having been 
chosen by God Himself to be the mother of her who 
surpasses all creatures both in heaven and on earth. 
How great must have been the holiness and virtue of the 
mother who was deemed worthy to bear the Virgin of 
virgins, the Queen of angels and of saints, the spotless Bride of the 
Holy Ghost, the Mother of the Son of God! St. John Damascene 
writes that to this noble woman God gave the appropriate name of 
Anne, which means grace, because through her the world received 
Mary, the Mother of the Author of Divine grace. Surely St. Anne 

must have possessed all the treasures of grace, in order that this won- 

derful design of Almighty God might be accomplished in her. 

But in order to prepare her for this inestimable and extraordinary 
privilege, God purified and perfected her in the crucible of sorrow 
and humiliation. For many years, St. Anne and her noble spouse St. 
Joachim remained childless, — a condition which was looked upon by 
the Jews as a disgrace and as a mark of the displeasure of God. 
On this account, St. Joachim and St. Anne were forced to endure many 
reproaches and humiliations. But they persevered in patience and hu- 
mility, and in perfect resignation to the holy will of God, ceasing not 
to implore the Heavenly Father with humble, unshaken trust. At the 
same time they made a vow to God that if He would grant them a 
child, they would consecrate it to His service in the temple. 


Worthy Parents of a Child of Predilection 


Meanwhile, God was preparing them in His own way for the 
precious gift they were to receive. Virtuous as they were, He was 
raising them to a state of even greater perfection, in order to make 
them worthy to become the parents of the immaculate Mother of God. 
Not until they had become purified by suffering, proved by humiliations 
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and ripened to sublime holiness did God confide to them the child of 
grace who was to become the joy of the whole earth. After twenty 
years of prayer, sacrifice, and the practice of heroic virtue, God was 
pleased to hear their pleadings. By the mouth of an angel, whom 
tradition claims to have been the Angel Gabriel, He imparted to them 
the glad tidings that they were 
to be blessed with a daughter 
who was chosen by God to 
become the mother of His 
Son, the Redeemer of the hu- 
man race. He instructed them 
to call the child Mary —a 
name so full of sweetness and 
grace, so full of hope and 
consolation for the poor, fal- 
len children of Eve. 

Who can measure the joy 
of St. Anne when her blessed 
child was born? What pray- 
ers and tears she must have 
offered to Almighty God in 
thanksgiving! What tender 
and devoted care she must 
have lavished upon this in- 
comparable child, whom she 
regarded as a most precious 
treasure entrusted to her by 
God. She knew that Mary 
Beneath the loving care of her holy parents, was free from every stain of 

the ~~ Fo io th © pure sin, that she was the temple of 

; the Holy Ghost, and destined 
to become the most blessed mother in all the world. 

Three years passed. Beneath the loving eye of her parents, the 
child Mary developed as a pure celestial flower in all the loveliness of 
nature and grace; and as a flower ever turns its golden chalice toward 
the sunlight, so did the spotless soul of Mary ever turn toward the 
Divine Sun. And now the holy parents prepared to fulfill their vow 
of consecrating their child to God. Ah, what a sacrifice it must have 
been for them to part with this cherished child, the child of their ardent 
prayers and longings, of their untiring vigils, of their copious tears 
and abundant alms, the fruit of their sighs and pleadings, the joy of 
their declining years! Yet—O wondrous victory of Divine love over 
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parental love! — they delayed not to bring Mary to the temple and 
to place her in the keeping of the high priest as an unreserved offering 
to God. The greater the sacrifice was for nature, the more did they 
rejoice in being able to offer to God the child who was dearer to them 
than life. Thus did they show themselves the worthy parents of her 
who was one day to sacrifice her only Son to the glory of God for our 
salvation; and who will doubt that they drew down upon themselves 
and upon their holy child, graces proportionate to their suffering and 
to the love which prompted their sacrifice? Behold, O Christian 
parents, whose excessive and too natural affection opposes the religious 
vocation of your children, the sublime example set by St. Joachim and 
St. Anne! If God should require of you the sacrifice of one of your 
loved ones, they will make it less painful for you if you invoke their 
aid. Like them, may you take deeply to heart the truth that your 
children are the property of God, and that He will one day demand 
of you an account of each one of them. 

If pious, God-fearing children are the joy, the consolation and 
the honor of their parents, this is true in a special way with regard to 
the holy parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Whoever loves and 
honors Mary, the sanctuary of the Most High, the precious vessel of 
grace, must also love and honor her in whose bosom the hand of God 
prepared this glorious sanctuary, What joy it must give to Our Blessed 
Mother when we venerate St. Anne and show confidence in her inter- 
cession! And Jesus, whose true grandmother she was in the flesh, 
likewise cherishes for her a most tender, filial affection, and delights to 
bestow His blessings through her hands. Let us therefore elect St. Anne 
as our intercessor with God, for she, as the grandmother of Jesus, our 
Brother, is also our grandmother, and loves us with a grandmother’s 
tender love. 





“Refuge of Sinners” 





Mary is the universal refuge and succor of all sinners, withholding from 
none her help and assistance. Other saints take under their protection those 
who have a special devotion to them, but Mary, the Queen and Mother of all 
men, is for that very reason the intercessor of all without exception. Mary 
possesses many titles but her special title is that of “Refuge of sinners.” No 
sinner, therefore, however great, can have the least hesitation in throwing him- 
self at Mary's feet. There is in Mary nothing severe, nothing terrifying; she 
is all mildness, love and affection. 

Will the reader of these lines kindly say two “Hail Marys” for the con- 
version of two sinners of life-long standing? I would like to invite the whole 
universe to help me in this good cause. God reward you for it. 

A grateful friend. 


— = 


—=> 
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8. ‘“‘The Religious Shortens Her Purgatory’’ 
Previous installments on the advantages of the religious life: — 


Feb. 1935 — St. Bernard’s Nine-point Program 

Mar. 1935 — ‘‘The Religious Lives with More Purity and Merit.’’ 
May 1935— ‘‘The Religious Soul Falls More Rarely.’’ 

June 1935 — ‘‘The Religious Rises More Quickly.’’ 

Aug. 1935 — ‘‘The Religious Proceeds More Cautiously.’’ 

Oct. 1935 — ‘‘The Religious is Pilled with More Graces.’’ 

Dec. 1935 — ‘‘The Religious Enjoys More Peace.’’ 

Mar. 1936 — ‘‘The Religious Dies with More Confidence’’ 








)UR previous treatise on St. Bernard’s nine-point program 
of the religious life led us to the contemplation of the 
death of a religious. We have seen how the angel of 
death is welcomed by a good and faithful religious, how 
a sacrificial life of fidelity and love is crowned by a 
peaceful, happy death. Freed from her prison-house 
of clay, the virgin-spouse goes forth to meet her God. 
If her soul is found spotless by. the Divine Judge, she 
is admitted at once into the choir of the blessed. 

However, human nature is frail, and at the moment of death some 
stains may yet remain to mar the perfect beauty. and sanctity which is 
requisite before a soul may “follow the Lamb” ‘in glory, so that it be- 
comes necessary for her to pass through the cléansing fires of purga- 
tory. St. Bernard tells us that a religious who lives well in her high 
and holy state will shorten her time of purgation. The penitential life 
which she has so gladly embraced for love of her God, the spiritual 
exercises which have filled so large a portion of her days, the morti- 
fications she has practiced in imitation of her Divine Bridegroom, the 
sufferings she has accepted to atone for her sins and the sins of the 
world, all tend to clothe her soul with a pure and radiant garment, 
which may well become for her the “wedding garment” at the moment 
when death summons her to her eternal nuptials with the Lamb of God. 

In entering the religious state and taking the religious habit, the 
religious does not, however, assume an angelic nature. Though she 
willingly caste aside all earthly desires and concerns, she does not so 
easily cast aside the natural defects of her character, the faults into 
which she may fall through human weakness or surprise. But Jesus, 
her ever-faithful Bridegroom, inundates her soul with light to see her 
faults, and strengthens her will in the spirit of self-denial and self- 
conquest, that she may daily strive to overcome her human weaknesses. 
But it is above all by her life of prayer and labor that she expiates 
her daily faults of frailty. Her exercises of piety, daily Holy Mass 
and Holy Communion, her prayerful vigils, her good works, are for 
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her the most excellent means of making her soul pure and beautiful 
in the sight of God. Doing all for purest love of Him, she hourly, 
yes momentarily offers Him satisfaction for her own and others’ sins, 
increasing the perfection and radiance of her soul. And Jesus, the 
Divine Artisan, entering into her heart at the Eucharistic Banquet each 
morning, quickly consumes the 
rust of her imperfections and 
clothes her soul with the glory 
which is His. Into the flames 
of love which burn in His Di- 
vine Heart she casts all her 
miseries and imperfections, and 
is cleansed by the transforming 
fire of Eucharistic love. 
Moreover, the sins of her 
past life were blotted out at 
the moment of her religious 
profession, so that they remain 
no longer as a stain upon her 
soul. St. Thomas, the Angelic 
Doctor of Holy Church, teaches 
that the perfect consecration 
which a religious makes of her- 
self to God by her solemn pro- 
fession remits the guilt and 
punishment of her past sins. 
“For,” he says, “to make satis- 
faction for all sins, it is suf- 
ficient to dedicate oneself en- 
th» Shan 3 aciek & teenie: Reena tirely to the service of God by 
To pledge to Thee thrice-holy vows. entering religion, which dedi- 
cation exceeds all manner of 
satisfaction. Hence we read in the lives of the fathers that they who 
enter into religion obtain the same grace as those who receive baptism.” 
Thus theologians affirm that should a religious die on the day of her pro- 
fession, she would be admitted at once into the realms of the blessed in 
heaven, there to sing forever the praises of that God to whom she has 
so generously consecrated her entire being. For such a soul, there 
would be no necessity of passing through the realms of purgatory. 
Ah, blessed consecration, which offers to God the most perfect 
donation of oneself, the most blissful self-surrender for time and 
eternity! Happy, thrice happy, the soul which has thus surrendered 
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herself to God by means of the religious vows! Of her it may be 
truly said, as Ecumenius remarks, that “her body is sanctified by 
chastity, and her spirit by familiarity with God.” Her life is passed 
in the very bosom of God; there she rests as does the child in the arms 
of its mother. She casts all her care upon Him; she is content with 
loving Him here and forever hereafter. This is her life, the prelude 
to the life of eternal love. Turning to God with her whole heart, she 
lives above earthly things; her life is an eagle-flight in the immensity 
of God; and all the works of charity and obedience she may undertake 
can never distract her from this one great reality, for her the “one 
thing necessary.” 

And after she has passed into the realms of eternity, the members 
of her religious family, by prayer and sacrifice offered to God in her 
behalf, beseech His all-forgiving mercy to blot out any stains which 
may perchance have clung to her soul at the moment of its deliverance 
from its earthly bonds, and to admit it forever into the glory of the 
unveiled vision of the Triune God. 


Many fervent souls have found their life's happiness in devoting them- 
selves to the unceasing Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament. This is the 
sublime vocation to which the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
have consecrated their lives. For more than fifty years they have kept un- 
ceasing vigil before the Most Blessed Sacrament. To young ladies interested 
in the life and work of the community, a copy of the “Angelic Service” will 
gladly be mailed on request, together with any other information desired. 

Address: Ven. Mother M. Dolorosa, Prioress 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Samoa 








ATHER Joseph, a missionary laboring among the savage 
Samoans on the Island of Levuka in Oceania, returned 
to his lowly hut one evening after a tiresome journey 
on foot through the island. Arriving at his poor dwell- 
ing, hungry and exhausted, he heard painful sobs and 
groans. On looking about, the priest found a lad of 
ten or twelve years, crouched at the foot of a banana 


tree, weeping bitterly. — “What is the matter, my 
child?’’ asked the priest, sympathetically. — ‘‘My mother 
has gone to the Great Spirit,’’ sobbed the child. -—‘‘And your father?” 


— “He is dead too, and what will become of poor little Samoa?” 
The boy continued his sobbing, casting timid glances at the missionary 
as though he feared for his life. 

“Would you like to come with me, Samoa?’ the priest asked; 
“TI will love you just as your mother loved you.’’ 

The boy had not expected such compassion; rather he had pre- 
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pared himself for reproachful words and blows. He immediately dried 
his tears and went with the priest into his lowly hut. Because of his 
good qualities, Samoa soon became very dear to the missionary. When 
his day’s work was done, Father Joseph would instruct his little 
charge, and the boy drank in the Christian truths of salvation with the 
greatest eagerness. His heart thrilled with joy at the thought that 
he would soon receive holy baptism and that the good Jesus would 
one day come to rest in his heart. He made rapid progress in his 
studies, and often plied the priest with childish questions: ‘‘Where 
does the good God live, Father?” ‘‘Does Jesus love little black boys 
like me?” ‘“‘Where are Jesus and His dear Mother?” 

One evening, soon after the baptism of his little charge, Father 
Joseph returned home with a burning fever. He was obliged to take 
to his bed immediately, and was soon at death’s door. Lonely and 
disconsolate, Samoa crouched beside the bed of his protector. His 
eyes never left the pale countenance of the good father, and he prayed 
unceasingly to the Mother of God: ‘“‘O dear Mother Mary, please make 
my good father well again!” 

The Shipwreck 

The missionary did not die, but the long weeks of illness consumed 
his strength to such an extent that he found it necessary to give up 
his missionary activity and return to Europe. Only one thought 
grieved him: Who would care for his little Samoa? 

Confiding in Divine Providence and upon generous people in his 
fatherland, the priest resolved to take Samoa with him. Together 
they boarded the ship St. Columban, which was to take them to the 
port of Havre. The first half of the journey was very pleasant; the 
ship skimmed through the waves like an arrow. The ocean was calm, 
the sky clear, and the seamen were friendliness itself. Every evening 
they would gather around the priest, eagerly listening as he related 
his experiences in the missions. 

But one morning dark, threatening clouds appeared on the ho- 
rizon. The wind blew fiercely and soon a terrific storm arose. The 
St. Columban was tossed about on the foamy waves like a blade of 
straw. Suddenly a loud crash convinced the startled crew that the 
ship had dashed against a rocky cliff; at the same moment the hissing 
billows began to pour into the stokehole in streams. 

The captain immediately commanded the life-boats to be lowered, 
but there was not room for all the passengers. The priest’s place 
was not in a life-boat, but at the side of the ship-wrecked. Samoa, 
whom he wished to lodge in one of the boats, clung closely to him, 
preferring to die with his good father rather than to be saved without 
him. In a few minutes the life-boats had rowed away; only Father 
Joseph and Samoa, with the captain and a few old mariners, remained 
on the sinking ship. 

“Captain,’’ asked the priest, ‘“‘how long have we yet to live?”’ 

“About twenty minutes, Father,’’ replied the captain in a husky 
voice. i {iby 

“Then there is still time,’’ answered Father Joseph. Turning to 
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Samoa, he said: “Listen, Samoa, we have only a few minutes more 
to live. Would you not like to receive your good Jesus before you die?”’ 

“O Father, I should be so happy!”’ exclaimed the boy. He fell on 
his knees, and his face beamed with joy and longing. — ‘Pray, then, 
child,’’ said the priest, making an effort to restrain his tears. ‘Pray 
to our Father in heaven and also to our dear Heavenly Mother, and 
then I will give you the good Jesus.”’ 


Samoa’s First and Last Communion 


Turning to the mariners, he said: ‘‘My friends, I carry upon my 
breast Him who by His death has taken away all the terrors from 
our death; but I can give Him to only one, You have often received 
Him, but this child has never had this happiness. You see how 
ardently he longs for Him. Shall I give the Host to Samoa as his first 
and last Communion?” 

“Yes, Father,” cried the mariners; “Samoa is the most worthy 
of us all. He will pray for us, and for his sake God will be merciful 
to us. The captain added: ‘‘Give us absolution, Father. Samoa will 
receive Holy Viaticum in the name of us all, and we will communicate 
spiritually with him.’ 

All knelt down, and while the waves streamed in like wild beasts 
eager to devour their prey, they received general absolution. The 
child knelt as if in ecstasy. “‘Hurry, Father,’’ cried the captain, ‘‘we 
have only a few minutes more.” 

The rafters of the ship cracked distressingly, and gradually broke 
asunder. Father Joseph approached Samoa, took from his breast a 
small case which contained the Holy of holies, and reverently raised 
the Sacred Host above the waiting child. Making a great effort to 
steady his voice, he placed the Bread of Life upon the little tongue, 
so soon to be stilled in death, while for the last time he pronounced 
the words: ‘‘Corpus Domini nostri Jesu Christi custodiat animam tuam 
in vitam aeternam. Amen.” 

The heart of Samoa beat rapturously upon the Heart of the Divine 
Friend of children. — What a first Communion! The thanksgiving 
was made in heaven, for a few moments later Samoa was clasped in 
the embrace of his beloved Savior. The waves rolled in furiously. 
There was a frightful crash, then a hollow gurgling rattle. The hand 
of the priest was again raised in blessing, and the next moment the 
ship with all its occupants disappeared beneath the angry waves. 

“Of all the persons who witnessed this disaster,’’ says the narrator 
of this story, ‘only one was saved —the captain. At the last moment 
he was able to grasp a rafter. On this he was tossed about for severai 
hours, until an English cruiser, passing by, noticed his distress and 
saved him. The captain later became a priest, and that priest —is 
myself!” 





“He who keeps away from Holy Communion because he is tepid and cold, 
resembles one who should say: ‘I do not approach the fire, because I am cold; 
I do not wish for a physician, because I am sick.’ — Gerson 
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Little Lovers’ League 


HIS is vacation time, and no doubt all our little friends are 

é & enjoying a well-merited freedom from school and study. The 
days of summer are happy days, and we hope each Little Lover 

will benefit much by them. We feel sure that in the midst of all your 
fun and play, you will not forget Jesus. You will go to Holy Mass 
and receive Holy Communion at least once during each week, and on 
Sundays — will you not? And 
you will try to imitate the 
Child Jesus by being kind and 
helpful toward your parents, 
especially trying to help your 
mothers in every way you can. 
During this month of the 
Precious Blood, would you 
not like to become spiritual 
missionaries for our holy 
Mother, the Church? No, you 
need not go to foreign lands 
or even leave the comforts of 
your own homes. By offering 
to God the Precious Blood of 
Jesus for all the needs and in- 
tentions of Holy Church, you 
become her little missionaries, 
and in that way you help 
those who are laboring for 
souls. You know that in many 
lands the Catholic Church is 
being persecuted, and here in 
our own United States there 
Jesus, Jesus, come to me, are many persons who try 

Oh, how much I long for Thee! very hard to stop the good 

work which the Church is doing for the salvation of souls. The 
Precious Blood of Jesus is our great Treasure, and by offering It to 
God for the needs of Holy Church, we can truly help to fight her 


battles, and to hasten her triumph over her enemies. 

PRACTICE: During this month, our Eucharistic Knights and 
Handmaids will be zealous little missionaries for Holy Church by offer- 
ing the Precious Blood for all her needs and intentions, doing this at 
least five times each day. You may use the indulgenced ejaculation 
which is given here. 
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ASPIRATION: O Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious 
Blood of Jesus Christ in satisfaction for my sins, and for the wants of 
Holy Church. (Indulgence of 100 days each time.) 





By the time this magazine reaches you, our CRUSADE for the 
CATHOLIC PRESS will be at an end. We are very grateful for the 
efforts our dear little friends have made to make the Crusade a success, 
to help us spread God’s work through “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” 
and we ask Jesus to bless them for it, and inspire them to continue 
doing what they can to help us. The prize winners will be notified at 
the close of the Crusade, and we shall be very happy to send them the 
prizes they have earned by the new subscriptions they have sent. 


Little Joseph 


Copyright 1935 





Chapter III — Ripening Fruits 
The Budding Missionary and His Altar Boy 


Concluded 





HEN “saying Mass,” Joseph could always rely on his altar boy. 
\ He also had a “congregation” at times: —his little sister 
Jeanne, dressed to imitate a Dominican nun, his cousin Marian 
of the same age, his brothers and older cousins, seven in all. Usually 
there would be a sermon. On one occasion Joseph was heard exhorting 
his “people” to strive earnestly to save their souls. Warming to his 
subject, he gave warning: “If you want to save your souls, you must 
say your prayers! You must never commit mortal sin! You must do 
as I say! If you don’t,” raising his voice and shaking an admonitory 
finger, “You are on the way to hell!” That was the text of his young 
life, the saving of souls. 

These sermons were taken according to the mood of the congre- 
gation. At times they were received in all seriousness; at others, there 
was a thoughtless inclination for fun. If the rising tide was too strong, 
Joseph’s anger would reach to a high point, and with the aid of a 
dust-cloth he would lash out at them, resolutely driving the mockers 
out of his temple. 

During one sermon, his little server was his sole auditor. The 
preacher’s voice grew loud and angry, attracting the attention of his 
parents. Slipping cautiously up the stairs, where they could plainly 
understand, they were amused as he emphatically rebuked his imaginary 
congregation, reminding them in no uncertain terms of their obligations 
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and responsibilities to pay toward the support of the Church and 
school. He waxed indignant at the slackers shirking their duties; they 
must arouse themselves if they wished to save their souls. 

Occasionally the children would play they were having Forty 
Hours’ Devotion. They would march through the rooms in solemn 
procession, Joseph gravely imitating the priest carrying the Blessed 
Sacrament, and little Thomas walking backwards swinging the “censer.” 
The children had tied a string on a small incense burner to use for 
this purpose. 

At other times the children would imitate going to confession and 
Communion. They would accuse themselves of imaginary crimes, such 
as robbing a bank, and so on down to lesser sins. Then Joseph, as the 
confessor, would soundly berate them for the great wrong they were 
doing, and exhort them to amend their ways and abstain from sin in 
the future if they desired to save their souls. Then would follow a 
severe penance and an earnest plea for amendment. 

For hosts, Joseph would slice potatoes or apples, carefully rounding 
them to the desired size. Many times after he had distributed “com- 
munion” he would give his congregation a sermon, telling them of the 
graces and blessings to be derived from receiving our Lord in Holy 
Communion frequently. When his boy congregation became unruly, 
demanding a succession of “communions” in order to get more of 
whatever was composing the hosts, Joseph would censure them, asking 
if they did not know they were allowed to receive Holy Communion 
but once a day. Childish as these practices were, they reveal his 
knowledge of things spiritual and the ardor of his love for God. 


His Love for the Prisoner of Love 


How much this little lad loved Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament! 
Anything in his possession that was highly prized found a place on 
his little altar. A picture given to him as a prize by his teacher was 
placed before the tabernacle. In giving out the prizes to the boys, 
the Sister had laid all the pictures face down on her desk, to be drawn 
at random. Joseph wanted the picture of St. Joseph holding a lily, 
and at first was keenly disappointed when he drew one of a little boy 
in a long white robe standing before an altar, with outstretched arms 
raised toward our Lord appearing in misty rays of light above the 
tabernacle. But after studying the picture intently, it strongly appealed 
to him. It stirred in his mind a yearning love toward the Prisoner of 
Love. From that time on it remained his favorite picture, and found 
a place of honor before his own little tabernacle, a forceful incentive 
to increase his love toward the hidden Savior. 
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The strength of his love seemed to urge him with intense desire 
to see Jesus loved by others, Naturally it turned his thoughts to the 
missionaries, laboring so faithfully to sow the seed of love and faith 
into the hearts of the countless souls in the wide mission field of the 
world. Feeling drawn to that vocation, he took unspeakable delight 
in dressing like a missionary, wearing in his girdle a highly prized 
Crucifix given him by a Sister. His every movement and attitude, the 
deep underlying satisfaction in his expression, revealed the surging 
emotions that filled his little heart and soul. What visionary role he 
may have been playing, we do not know; perhaps preaching the word 
of God among the heathens in those far away lands that seemed to 
occupy so large a place in his thoughts. 


“In God’s Hands” 


From the time he was a tiny tot he often spoke of becoming a 
priest. In his childish manner, he would also speak of his plans for 
his brothers and sister. Billy was to be a brother; Edward, his twin, 
a professor in some college; John, his small brother, was to be a 
priest; and his little sister, Jeanne, a Dominican nun. When asked 
what he himself would be, a strange look would pass over his face, and 
he would answer evasively, “Oh! ... that’s in God’s hands... God will 
take care of that!” Could he have been thinking of that first visit of 
St. Joseph, the preceding Christmas, when the saint had promised that 
the next time he came he would take Joseph with him? 

There was another cause for wondering during the last months of 
his life. While attending Holy Mass, his mother would repeatedly 
urge him to use his rosary or prayer-book. “Yes, Mamma,” he would 
whisper; but with folded hands he would continue to gaze with devout 
fervor and rapt attention at the tabernacle. The Consecration and Holy 
Communion were for him the supreme moments of earnest prayer. 

Yet another lesson we might. learn from him was his loving 
thoughtfulness for God’s chosen ones. When the family were at prayer 
he would say, “Let’s pray an Our Father and Hail Mary for the mis- 
sionaries, the priests and sisters! It will take only a little while.” 

During the school vacation, his last on earth, Joseph would often 
go to his mother to express his longing to attend Mass and receive Holy 
Communion every day. She told him how much she, too, regretted 
that they were unable to go, but hoped the following summer would 
find them able to go every morning. His response very often was 
simply, “That’s in God’s hands... God will take care of that!” 

That same summer, Joseph came home one day from confession, 
and as usual went to his mother with his confidence. “Do you know, 
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Mamma,” he said, “when I went to confession, I thought and thought — 
but I couldn’t think of a thing!” His mother asked, “What did 
Father say?” “Oh, he told me to be a good boy, and pray!” was 
his reply. 

His parents have often wondered if he had a premonition during 
those summer days that he was soon to die. Always affectionate, he 
seemed more than usual to want to caress, to cling to them at every 
opportunity. One close, sultry afternoon, his father and mother sought 
the porch swing for a little breeze and comfort. It was not long until 
Joseph found them out and was sitting between them. Being so close 
to them did not satisfy the longing he felt. He would hug one closely 
for a moment, then the other, until his father exclaimed with a half- 
impatient gesture of amusement, “For heaven’s sake, Joseph! How 
much of this hugging does it take to satisfy you this hot weather!” 


All these little things take on a new significance, now that he is gone! 
To be continued. 





The Language of Votive Lights 





EFORE the altar whereon Jesus reigns in His sacramental state, burning 
lights keep loving vigil —a love, residing not in their own lifeless hearts, 

but in the hearts of those who placed them there. And what a varied language 
they speak to the Prisoner of Love in the Sacred Host! One, in the name of 
a desolate widow, pleads His assistance for herself and her fatherless little 
ones. Another speaks in the name of a contrite sinner, who begs for strength 
to overcome an evil habit by which he is enslaved. Another expresses the 
prayer of an orphan daughter, who desires to help the souls of her parents 
suffering in purgatory. Another voices the supplications of loving parents, 
commending to the Divine protection the purity of their youthful sons and 
daughters amid the dangers of this wicked world. And still another prays for 
the conversion of a beloved brother who has gone astray. 

Have you not some petition you wish to commend fo the loving Heart of 
Jesus in the Sacred Host? A candle will gladly be offered for your intention 
in any one of our three Eucharistic sanctuaries, where many lights are kept 
burning constantly before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed. For an alms 
of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned a day and a night; for $3.50, 
one week; and for $12.00, an entire month. 





“DEVOTION TO THE In simple, inspiring language, this booklet 

PRECIOUS BLOOD” explains the excellence and the means of ven- 

erating the Precious Blood —a devotion rec- 

ommended by Holy Church as a source of great grace and merit. Also 

contains the Mass of the Precious Blood and many prayers. Excellent 
for the month of July. 5¢. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 





The Apostles’ Creed 


First ARTICLE 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth 





The Blessed Trini 


Continued 


N OUR last issue we considered the doctrine of the unity 
and trinity of God, and drew some comparisons from 
nature to assist us in understanding this profound 
mystery. We shall now consider the three Divine Per- 
sons in their relations with one another. — As the three 
Divine Persons are but one God, and the Godhead is 
undivided and indivisible, so each of the Divine Persons 
is true God. Each is a supreme, infinitely perfect Being, 

p possessing in Himself all Divine perfections. One Per- 
son, therefore, is not and cannot be more perfect than another; each 
of them is eternal, unchangeable, omnipresent, omniscient, all-wise, 
all-powerful, infinitely holy and just, infinitely good and merciful, 
infinitely true and faithful —in a word, infinitely perfect, because all 
three are but one and the same God. 


Each Person Has His Distinctive Quality 


In the Divine nature and substance there is no difference whatever, | 
because, as the Lateran Council expressly teaches, it neither begets, nor 
is begotten, nor proceeds. But with the personality of the Divinity it 
is different. The Father begets, the Son is begotten, and the Holy 
Ghost proceeds from the Father and the Son. Who would hesitate to 
acknowledge a true difference between the Begetter and the Begotten, 
between the Person who proceeds and the Persons from whom He 
proceeds? 

The three Persons possess in common the Divine essence and all 
the perfections flowing therefrom; yet each has His own distinctive 
quality, His own personal characteristic. That of the Father is His 
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paternity; that of the Son, His sonship; and that of the Holy Ghost, His 
spiration. The Father is begotten by no one and proceeds from no one; 
the Son is begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. 


The Generation of the Son 


When we speak of the Second Person as the “only-begotten Son 
of God,’’ begotten by the Father and born of Him, we must think of 
His generation and birth only in a purely spiritual, mysterious sense. 
This Divine generation, which according to the teaching of the fathers 
is effected by the Eternal Father through the knowledge of Himself, 
is so sublime and incomprehensible that, with the prophet Isaias, the 
most enlightened theologians are forced to exclaim: ‘‘Who is able to 
explain it?” (liii. 8.) ; 

But the learned Bellarmine gives an example which sheds a ray 
of light upon this profound mystery. When a person looks into a 
mirror, says this holy doctor, he beholds an exact likeness of himself, 
identical with him not only in form but also in movement. And this 
likeness, so similar to himself, is produced without any exertion, with- 
out any lapse of time, without any auxiliary means, instantly and by 
a mere glance. In a manner similar, though sublime beyond compari- 
son, God the Father, with the eye of His understanding, beholds Him- 
self in the mirror of His Godhead, recognizes Himself, and thereby 
generates His own living image, an image perfectly like to Himself. 

Our reflection in the mirror is but a shadow, which vanishes the 
moment our presence is withdrawn. But with the image of the Heav- 
enly Father it is not so. His image is the living likeness, the perfect 
reflection of Himself, the true Son of God, with whom the Father shares 
His own entire Being without any alteration of Himself. And as God 
never existed and never could exist without knowing Himself, so He 
never did exist and never could exist without generating His Son, the 
perfect image of Himself. Contemplating this image, the Heavenly 
Father can say in the ecstasy of His Divine paternity: “Thou art My 
Son, this day have I begotten Thee” (Ps. ii. 7); — today, that is, the 
day of eternity; for eternity alone has neither yesterday nor tomorrow, 
but only today. 

The Fathers of the Fourth General Lateran Council declared that 
“by the eternal begetting of the Son, the Father does not impart to 
Him a portion of His essence and retain another portion for Himself; 
for the substance of the Father is simple and indivisible. Nor does 
the Father, through the generation of the Son, so communicate His 
essence to the Son as not to reserve the same also to Himself. Other- 
wise the Father would cease to be the principle of life. But through 
His eternal birth the Son receives the substance of the Father without 
diminution, so that the Father and the Son have the same substance.”’ 

We behold something similar in light. Light produces light, with- 
out itself being in any way diminished or weakened. So, in an infinitely 
perfect manner, the only-begotten Son of the Father is, according to 
the expression of the Nicene Creed: ‘‘God of God, Light of Light, true 
God of true God.” 
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The Eternal Word 


The Divine Son — the perfect because living image of the Father — 
is also the perfect interior self-revelation and the perfect self-expression. 
of the Father. As we reveal and express our thoughts by means of 
words, so Holy Scripture designates the Son of God as the Word: “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God” (John i. 1). But this Word is entirely spiritual, as 
is also the intellect from which it goes forth. When we speak a word, 
it dies the moment it leaves our lips. Not so with the Word of the 
Father. The Eternal Word is inseparable from the Father and remains 
in and with the Father. Therefore Holy Scripture says of Him that 
“He is in the bosom of the Father’ (John i. 18). 

In eternity we shall see, according to St. Francis de Sales, “‘the 
understanding, the infinite knowledge, which God the Father had from 
all eternity of His own beauty, for the expression of which in Himself 
He pronounced and said eternally the Word, the most singular and 
most infinite speech and diction, which, comprising and representing 
all the perfection of the Father, can be but one same God, entirely 
one with Him, without division or separation. We shall then see that 
eternal and admirable generation of the Divine Word and Son, by 
which He was eternally born to the image and likeness of the Father, 
a lively and natural image and likeness...an image representing the 
proper substance of the Father so perfectly, so naturally, so essentially 
and substantially, that it can be no other thing than the same God 
with Him, without distinction or difference at all either in essence or 
substance, and with only the distinction of Persons... The Father 
pronounces, and the Son is the Word pronounced; the Father speaks, 
and the Son is the Word, or the diction; the Father expresses, and the 
Son is the image, likeness, or figure expressed... In short, the Father 
is Father and the Son, Son; —two distinct persons, but one only 
essence or Divinity.’ 


The Spiration of the Holy Ghost 


The same saint writes thus of the procession of the Holy Spirit 
from the Father and the Son: “‘The Eternal Father, seeing the infinite 
goodness and beauty of His own essence so perfectly, essentially and 
substantially expressed in His Son, and the Son, seeing reciprocally that 
His same essence, goodness and beauty is originally in His Father as 
in its source and fountain, ah! can it possibly be that this Divine 
Father and His. Son should not mutually love one another with an 
infinite love, since their will by which they love and their goodness 
for which they love, are infinite in each of them? 

“Love, not finding us equal, equalizes us; not finding us united, 
unites us. Now the Father and the Son, finding themselves not only 
equal and united, but even one same God, one same goodness, one 
same essence and one same unity, how much must they needs love one 
another! But this love does not act like the love which intellectual 
creatures have amongst themselves or towards their Creator... The 
Divine love of the Eternal Father towards His Son is practiced in one 
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only breath mutually from them both, who in this sort remain united 
and joined together... The Father breathes this love, and so does the 
Son. But because the Father only breathes this love by means of the 
same will and for the same goodness which is equally and singularly 
in Him and His Son, and the Son, again, only breathes this breath of 
love for the same goodness and by this same will, — therefore this 
spiration of love is but one spiration, or one only spirit breathed out 
by two breathers. 

“‘And because the Father and the Son who breathe have an infinite 
essence and will by which they breathe, and because the goodness for 
which they breathe is infinite, it is impossible their breathing should 
not be infinite. And forasmuch as it cannot be infinite without being 
God, therefore this Spirit breathed from the Father and the Son is 
true God. And since there neither is nor can be more than one only 
God, He is one only true God with the Father and the Son. Moreover, 
as this love is an act which proceeds mutually from the Father and 
the Son, it can neither be the Father nor the Son, from whom it pro- 
ceeds, though it has the same goodness and substance of the Father and 
the Son, but must necessarily be a third person, who with the Father 
and the Son is one only God. And because this love is produced by 
manner of breathings or spirations, it is called the Holy Spirit.” 

From this we understand why the Holy Spirit is called the Person 
of Divine Love and the bond of union between the Father and the Son. 


One Divine Person is not Older than Another 


If the Son is begotten by the Father, and the Holy Ghost proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, it would appear as if one Divine Person 
were older than another. Yet this is not so, for the Son is begotten 
eternally and the Holy Ghost proceeds eternally. The generation of 
the Son by the Father and the spiration of the Holy Ghost by the 
Father and the Son, never had a beginning. Consequently, the Son 
is eternal, like the Father, and the Holy Ghost is eternal, like the 
Father and the Son. Of this truth we behold a sensible similitude in 
fire, for light and heat proceed from fire, and yet the fire is not present 
before the light and heat. From the very moment that fire exists, it 
gives forth light and heat; nor could fire ever exist without light and 
heat. So that if fire were eternal, its light and heat would also be 
eternal. In like manner the light and heat proceeding from the sun 
are coeval with the sun. 

Though the Father is called the First, the Son the Second, and the 
Holy Ghost the Third Person, this does not in any way indicate prece- 
dence among the Divine Persons; for in the Divinity, as the Athanasian 
Creed declares, ‘‘nothing is earlier or later, nothing greater or smaller.” 
This manner of speaking indicates only the order in which the one 
Person emanates from the other or others from all eternity. The Father 
is called the First Person because He proceeds from no one, but is the 
principle of the other two Persons. The Son is called the Second Person 
because He is begotten by the First. And the Holy Ghost is called the 
Third Person because He proceeds from the other two. From all eter- 
nity and through all eternity, the Father begets the Son, who is 
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His Word, His Wisdom, and the image or figure of His substance. 
From all eternity and through all eternity, the Father and the Son 
produce the Holy Ghost, who is the term of their mutual love. The 
Holy Ghost does not take His origin first from the Father and then 
from the Son, but proceeds from them both at the same time as from 
one principle. Nor is the procession of the Holy Ghost the same as 
the emanation of the Son; for the Father generates the Son by way 
of the intellect, and the Father and the Son together mutually breathe 


the Holy Ghost by way of the will, which is the fount of love. 
To be continued 





Our 64-page booklet, DEVOTION TO THE MOST HOLY TRINITY, 
contains inspiring reflections which our readers will find helpful in 
connection with the present articles on this sacred mystery. Also 
contains many beautiful prayers. 10¢ each; reduction for quantities. 
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Pope Pius XI Issues Another Warning 


At the opening of the Catholic Press Exhibition in Rome on 
May 12th, the Holy Father expressed to the Catholic journalists of the 
world his deep concern over the rapid spread of communism, “Tell 
the people,’’ he said, “that you have seen the Vicar of Christ pro- 
foundly preoccupied and saddened by the great terror which threatens 
all the world.”” He urged the journalists to co-operate ‘‘in the great 
work of facilitating our triumph by pointing out this great danger.” 

Our Holy Father has issued repeated warnings against com- 
munism as the most dreadful evil of our times, destroying every bond 
of law, human and Divine. We all have at our disposal most 
powerful means of combating this evil—-PRAYER. Let us employ 
it faithfully every day, and frequently offer up the all-holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass and Holy Communion, for the triumph of Holy Church over 
her enemies and the rooting out of the evil spirit of godlessness and 
immorality. 





We are happy to accommodate our esteemed sub- 

Mass scribers who send us Mass stipends, by placing 

Intentions their Intentions promptly and conscientiously in the 

hands of needy prelates and priests, who are most 

grateful for this means of support. Our Mass Intention register and the ac- 

knowledgments we demand give guaranty that these Intentions are all con- 
scientiously persolved. 

We regret that we cannot accede to the wishes of all our dear friends 
who desire to have Holy Masses offered before the Most Blessed Sacrament 
exposed in our Adoration Chapels at Clyde, Missouri and Mundelein, Illinois. 
We can, however accept High Masses to be said in either of these Chapels, 
as also in our new Eucharistic Sanctuary at Tucson, Arizona. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Schedule of Services at Perpetual Adoration Shrine 


The Perpetual Adoration shrine at Mundelein, Illinois, is open 
from six A.M. till dark every day. Visitors are cordially invited to 
come and spend time in adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament 
exposed, and to assist at the services. Holy Mass and Benediction 


daily, 6:30 A.M.; Benediction, 4:10 P.M. 


(Eastern Time). 


A service in honor of the Holy Eucharist which impresses many 
is the procession held on the third Sunday of every month at 4:10 P.M. 
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The PERPETUAL AD- 
ORATION SHRINE can be 
conveniently reached by the 
trains of the NORTH SHORE 
LINE. Trains leave the 
Adams and Wabash Termi- 
nal in the heart of Chicago’s 
Loop, at frequent intervals. 
The SCHEDULE also lists 
other stations where trains 
may be boarded. 

Passengers from Evans- 
ton and other suburbs wil 
find it more convenient tc 
take the Shore Line Route 
and transfer at Lake Bluff. 

There is a STOP just 
across the highway from the 
Shrine called ‘‘Perpetual 
Adoration Shrine.’’ It is 
listed on the new North 
Shore schedules, and the 
conductor will let you off 
there if you ask. 

By auto you can travel 
northward along Milwaukee 
Avenue (State Highway 21) 
to Libertyville, and then 
west approximately 2 miles 
to the Shrine which is lo- 
cated on the north side of 
the highway. 

Other routes are via 
Sheridan Road (State High- 
way 42) to Lake Bluff, then 
west tothe Shrine; or, Wau- 
kegan Road (State Highway 
42A) north to Highway 176, 
then west to the Shrine. 

See map for rail and 
other routes. 
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Excellent Reading for July 


Good St. Ann (Feast, July 26th) — a 64-page booklet which 
sets forth the dignity of St. Ann as the mother of the Blessed Virgin 
and grand-parent of our Lord; miraculous favors through her inter- 
cession; the model and patron of Christian mothers; many prayers. 5¢ 


St. Benedict, the Beloved of God (Patronage July | Ith) 
Sketch of the life, miracles and glorious death of this powerful 
helper in various needs and patron of a happy death; an explanation 
of his Jubilee Medal, its merits and efficacy; prayers. 64 pages. 
10¢ each. 


The Apostles’ Creed, by Reverend Richard Felix, 0.S.B., 
contains a resume of the teachings of the Church on each of the 
articles of the Creed, with a brief review of the more important 
questions raised in connection with these points of doctrine. Especially 
valuable for study clubs, instruction classes, and also for private read- 
ing and research. Excellent also for non-Catholics. Paper binding, 
184 pages. Price $1.00 per copy. 


The Christian Home — this book is a most timely study of 
the ideal Christian home and the essentials of true happiness in the 
family. Parents, pastors and educators have welcomed it with en- 
thusiasm, and have praised its merits very highly. The author reveals 
an intimate and sympathetic insight into the modern problems of the 
home, and his suggestions are most practical and worthy of adoption. 
Paper binding, 144 pages. 30¢ per copy, including postage. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Hour of Prime — a new contribution of the Liturgical 
Press of Collegeville, Minnesota, toward the Liturgical Revival; a 
brochure of 113 pages, giving the English version of the Office of 
Prime, the morning prayer of the Church, for every day of the week. 
This booklet will be welcomed by those increasing numbers of Catholics 
who wish to become active sharers in the Divine Office — the Church’s 
“sacrifice of praise.’’ Attractive paper binding. Price 15¢ per copy, 
reduction for quantity lots. 


Order from Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota 





Conception College and Academy 


A classical High School and College conducted by the 
Benedictine Fathers. Special attention given to young men of 
moderate means who wish to prepare for the holy Priesthood. 

For catalog apply to the Rev. Rector. 





OUR NEW BROCHURE 
The which gives a devotional 
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, SACRIFICE 
of the OF THE MASS, 
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This booklet goes forth with the blessing and recommendation of 
His Excellency, Bishop C. H. LeBlond given in these words: ‘THE 
TREASURES OF THE MASS is a splendid contribution to the Litur- 
gical Revival because it is a simple yet sound and thorough explanation 
of the meaning of the Mass and its ceremonial. The style and manner 
of presentation are well adapted to the intellectual capacity of the 
ordinary lay Catholic and yet it so abounds in inspiring information 
that it will be read with interest and profit even by priests. May God 
bless this little work and multiply its fruit for the sanctification of souls.” 
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God’s greatest gift to mankind 
is His own Divine Son, our Re- 
deemer and our Treasure. Truly 
is He our Treasure, for He is our 
God-with-us. Daily, yes hourly, 
He descends from heaven upon 
our altars, that we may OFFER 
HIM AS OUR VERY OWN GIFT 
to the Heavenly Father, a gift 
infinite in value, a gift through But do you 
which we become rich unto eter- 


nal ages. make use of it / 


Our new booklet THE TREASURES OF THE MASS will 
deepen appreciation and love for the all-powerful, all-holy 
Sacrifice of the Altar. Now ready for distribution! 


Size 5% x 8% in., 128 pages; 25 cts. each; reduction 


for quantities; postage extra on all orders. 


Make the Treasures of the Mass Your Treasures! 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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